FORD PARISH COUNCIL.
Minutes of the meeting held on July 20th, 2026.
Yapton & Ford village hall.
Clerk: carol.hatton@fordwestsussex-pc.gov.uk

1. Welcome & Apologies. Cllrs Worne and Russell sent their apologies together with District Cllr Alison Littleboy.
2. Declarations of Interest. There were no new declarations. 
3. [bookmark: _Int_2B4mFcKE]Minutes of the last meeting. These were agreed and signed off by the chairman. 
4. Matters arising from the last meeting. 
a. [bookmark: _Int_e0CGXyKV]Meeting with District Councillor Alison Littleboy. This had to be postponed as Cllr Littleboy was unable to attend. The Chairman has asked the clerk to send a card of condolence. 
b. Resilience room. Cllr Russell was unable to attend so this was postponed to the next meeting.
c. Grundon application. Cllr Smith reported that this application would mean that the roof of the hangar would be much higher, and so overlooking homes. Cllr Langmead said that if this is what they are proposing, it means Grundon are looking to install a new incinerator. 
d. Fordhams. Cllr Smith reported that she has spoken to both Alison Littleboy and our MP Alison Griffiths regarding this matter. The Clerk has also sent an objection on behalf of the parish council. Cllr Jones said he could not see any application for the erection of the original sign. One already in situ and another two planned. Cllr Jones to investigate this and report back to the PC.  The Clerk is to send another email to MP Alison Griffiths’s Bognor office regarding this matter. It was suggested that we take this to the local press, but it was deemed unwise on several counts. Clerk to counsel Process Matters on this subject.
5. Public sessions. None attended. 
6. [bookmark: _Int_iCwNgXcc]Allotments. The chairman has still to gain access. Cllr Langmead will give her contact details for the manager. 
7. Finance. The clerk reported that the current account stands at £39669.45. The clerk has clawed back £818.09 VAT. The savings account at 0.45p. 
8. [bookmark: _Int_mvbqF32v]County Councillor’s Report. Cllr Littleboy was unable to attend. The chairman read a report she had previously sent. Cllr Langmead suggested we send the former councillor Mrs J. Pendleton a card and flowers to thank her for all her previous work. Clerk to do this. 
9. [bookmark: _Int_aeCOlKVh]District councillor’s report. Cllr Worne was unable to attend. Cllr Jones reported that devolution has been put back yet again. Rumblings are that the new prime minister may have new ideas. There should be an election in May going forward. He also said there have been numerous complaints about the food waste bins. Bin collection has been random and the bins then thrown down so that the lids are not close. Vermin have been seen climbing in and eating waste left behind. 
10. [bookmark: _Int_WmySTc1G]Chairman’s report. The chairman reported that she attended the Armed Forces Day in Littlehampton, which was well attended. She had met with Alison Littleboy and taken her on a tour of Ford. She had discussed Fordham and Grundon with her. 
11. [bookmark: _Int_lMQ2FpWJ]Planning.  Reference; F/36/26/OUT.  Cllr Jones is to send the clerk his objections which she will forward to planning at ADC. The chairman is to send her objections to the clerk for forwarding.

12. Memorial Garden. Because of the extreme heat, nothing has been done in the garden. Cllr Smith is waiting for Autumn when she will plant poppy seeds on the grass verge outside the garden. 
13. Donations. There was much discussion on this subject, which was also discussed at length at the previous meeting. There have been applications for donations from Tyler’s Trust, Yapton cottage gardeners and Air ambulance. Tylers trust is a charity that supports children. Cllr Langmead suggested that we ask Yapton cottage gardens to send us any relevant information on events that they hold. It was agreed to donate £100 to them.  On Cllr Jones’s suggestion, Clerk to write to Tylers Trust to ask if they are doing anything for local children before a decision is made on whether to donate or not. Air ambulance and St Wilfred's hospice were deemed suitable and worthy of donations. Clerk to send emails to the councillors to agree amount to donate.
14. The next meeting is scheduled for September 21st. 
